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Ninja Walk. Place small ninja footprints leading from 
the library entrance to the nonfiction section and then 
to the circulation desk. Encourage children to use their 
“ninja walk” while they explore the room.

Bulletin Board. “Become a Research Ninja!” Back a 
bulletin board in white paper. Create a playground 
landscape by putting up pictures of slides, swings, merry-
go-rounds, and so forth. Make small ninja cut-outs using 
black construction paper or clip-art images. Show ninjas 
reading upside down, using a computer while sliding, 
writing on a piece of paper on the swings—and in 
whatever other poses you can think of.

Book Display. Pull a variety of research books to display 
on a shelf or small table near the bulletin board. Or 
create separate signage for the book display, such as 
“Ninjas Love Research” or “Ninja Researchers Only!”

“Want to know more about . . .” Create a series of 
posters that feature the phrase “Want to know more 
about. . .” Include the topic, some images or book 
covers, and the Dewey decimal number where resources 

can be located on that topic. You can make the posters 
yourself, or have students work in teams to create posters 
about some of their favorite topics. Some possible topics 
could be drawing, space, clothing, mythology, sports, or 
cooking. This is a great way to highlight specific parts of 
your collection while piquing kids’ interest in nonfiction. 

Name That Photo. Post a photo of something with 
multiple elements; for example, a historical figure in 
an interesting place in the world, standing alongside a 
strange animal or plant. Challenge kids to prove their 
ninja research skills by answering questions about the 
photo. The kids who get the answers right get a special 
ninja prize.

Iron Chef. Set up a basic no-cook pantry and kitchen. 
Kids must find a recipe that fits their ingredients and 
then prepare and present a dish. Have kids or library 
staff act as judges to decide which entry best met the 
challenge. For extra fun, include a quick-fire challenge in 
which kids have to identify unusual fruits and vegetables.
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Make a Research Skills Journal. Provide each child with 
one sheet of white paper (8.5" × 11") and six half-sheets 
(8.5" × 5.5") in six different colors. Fold the white 
paper in half to resemble a book. Insert the six colored 
sheets of paper between the folded white paper, close 
the book, and carefully use a stapler to bind the pages. 
Have children to write their names on the covers of their 
books and label the six colored pages with one research 
skill on each page (e.g., Strategize, Identify, Locate, 
Gather, Evaluate, Organize). Encourage children to keep 
all of their notes for a single research project in  
this journal.

Weave an Idea Web. Facilitate brainstorming on research 
topics by having children create a visual web of their 
ideas. Provide each child with a large sheet of paper or, 
for a more tactile experience, a cardboard cake round 
(found at craft or baking supply stores). Put out markers 
and instruct children to write their main research idea 
in the center of the paper/round. With the central idea 
in place, invite children to talk through their topics with 
each other, writing down ideas they find interesting 
or worthy of further consideration. When each paper/
round has at least five or six ideas in addition to the 
central topic, provide ribbons in a variety of colors. Give 
the children time to review the ideas they’ve noted. Then 
they can use the ribbons to physically connect their main 
topic with the research ideas that they want to pursue. 
Note: Not all ideas need to be connected with a ribbon 
to the main topic, only those that the child ultimately 
decides are worth pursuing.

Trail Mix. In Europe, trail mix is known as “student 
food” because it gives you energy to study. Get ideas for 
making snack mixes from www.cookinglight.com/food/
recipe-finder/snack-mix-recipes.

Fruit (Ninja) Salad. Include pineapples, watermelon, 
oranges, and star fruit.

Candy Sushi. Make up a plate ahead of time, or put 
out Rice Krispies bars, fruit leather, and various types 

of gummi candies to let kids make their own. Get 
instructions at www.instructables.com/id/Candy-Sushi.

Mini Pizzas/Bagel Bites. An homage to four mutant 
turtles who really love pizza.

Ninja Handbook. Have kids make their own “ninja 
handbook” about how to research a topic. Assign a 
specific skill, such as “choosing a topic” or “finding 
material,” for each page. Kids can describe what they 
would do for each step and draw accompanying pictures.

Research Grab Bag. Put an assortment of topics on 
folded sheets of paper and toss them in a bag. These can 
be somewhat serious or purely for fun (e.g., Sasquatch, 
Cinderella). Have each child pick a topic and then 
search for at least three sources they could use to write 
a paper on the topic. After they’ve located their sources, 
instruct them to write down one fact about the topic 
from each source to share with the group. 

Fairy-Tale Quest. Have children choose a favorite fairy 
tale or folktale. Using print and media sources, have 
them investigate two or three different versions of the 
tale. Encourage them to create their own version of the 
story set in modern times. 

Landmark Hunt. Have kids work in pairs or small 
groups to choose a famous landmark. Each group 
will investigate the landmark using resources in the 
nonfiction collection and then create a travel brochure 
about their site. 

Plant Power. Assign different types of plants to 
individual children, pairs, or small groups, or let children 
pick plants from a prepared list. Have them investigate 
the plants and create informative posters or brochures. 
If possible, have seeds or starter plants available. Have 
the children create a science journal that describes the 
plant, notes important facts about it, and records their 
predictions and observations about the plant’s growth, 
appearance, and length of life. 
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Team Trivia Hunt. Offer a twist on traditional trivia 
programs by adding a time component for answering 
questions. Create a master list of 15–20 questions that 
can be answered by using library resources (books, 
magazines, databases, etc.). Divide kids into teams, 
and give each team a copy of the questions. Allow 
teams a finite amount of time (e.g., 30–45 minutes) 
to work together to find the answers. Make sure that 
the questions are a balance of easy and more difficult 
questions and that multiple resources are available for 
any given question.

Project Night. Allow children to pursue their personal 
interests and hone their presentation skills by offering 
an open project night. Approximately one month before 
the scheduled project night, invite children to sign up 
to present their interests at the library. Decide ahead of 
time how long each child will have to present (three to 
five minutes should be enough) and what format the 
presentations can take (speech, demontration, poster, 
diorama, etc.). Do weekly check-ins with participating 
children to see how the library can help support their 
research. Invite families and community members to 
attend. Since children are often inspired to try a new 
topic based on the interest of their peers, have books 
available for check out on all of the topics shared (you 
can ask the participants to suggest their favorite books 
on their topics).

Graphing Information. Provide examples of information 
that is shared in a graphic format, such as graphs, tables, 
and infographics. Have children select a research topic 
(their own or from a prepared list). Discuss how they 
might use graphics to share information about their 
topics; for example, a project on the Titanic might 
include a graph that shows the number of survivors 
versus casualties. Demonstrate how to create different 
types of graphics using pencil and paper or on a 
computer, and then let children practice making their 
own graphics.

Timeline of Science. Engage in a group discussion  
about the scientific discoveries and advances that 
have shaped modern life. Instruct children to use 
library resources (e.g., biographies, nonfiction books, 
and databases) to gather information on a scientific 
accomplishment of their choice. Provide quarter sheets 
of paper for children to record the accomplishment, 
the name of the scientist responsible, and the year of 
the accomplishment. When everyone has recorded that 
information, have the children organize their sheets in 
chronological order to create a visual timeline of the 
accomplishments researched.

Database Scavenger Hunt. Create a digital scavenger 
hunt that will engage children with excellent databases 
for their age group. Select one or two databases and 
create a list of items that the children can find in those 
databases. Write the scavenger hunt questions so that 
children will engage with major functions within the 
database to find an answer. For example, in a database 
on biographies, a question might require children to 
use the “search by birth year” function (e.g., “Identify 
an historical figure who was born 100 years before you 
were.”). Demonstrate the databases at the beginning of 
the hunt and then provide plenty of time for children 
to complete the activity. Note: You may need to give 
additional hands-on tutorials for children without 
previous database experience.

Create a Research Blog. Create a library-monitored  
blog or wiki where children can share their research 
findings. Demonstrate how to use a blog or wiki, and 
help children set up pages for their research projects. 
Show how to add content, make comments, and 
navigate the site. This site can be used as a place for 
children to share interesting facts and quotes they find 
in the course of their research, to pose research questions 
for comments by peers, or to post final research reports 
for group sharing.
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•	 Citing Sources: Learning to Use the Copyright Page 
(Information Explorer), by Suzy Rabbat. Cherry Lake, 
2013. ISBN 1624310478. 3–6.

•	 Collect Your Thoughts: Organizing Information  
(Research Tool Kit), by Jennifer Fandel. Fact Finders, 
2013. ISBN 1429699485. 3–5.

•	 Find the Facts with Encyclopedias (Information  
Explorer), by Ann Truesdell. Cherry Lake, 2012. 
ISBN 1610803671. 3–6.

•	 Fire Away: Asking Great Interview Questions  
(Information Explorer), by Ann Truesdell. Cherry 
Lake, 2012. ISBN 1610806557. 3–6.

•	 Go Straight to the Source (Super Smart Information 
Strategies), by Kristin Fontichiaro. Cherry Lake, 2010. 
ISBN 1602796408. 3–6.

•	 Hit the Books (Super Smart Information Strategies), by 
Suzy Rabbat. Cherry Lake, 2010. ISBN 1602796416. 
3–6.

•	 Know What to Ask For: Forming Great Research  
Questions (Information Explorer), by Kristin  
Fontichiaro. Cherry Lake, 2012. ISBN 161080483X. 
3–6.

•	 Navigating the Library (Research for Writing), by 
Valerie Bodden. Creative Education, 2012. ISBN 
1608182061. 3–6.

•	 Present What You Know: Sharing Information (Research 
Tool Kit), by Christopher Forest. Fact Finders, 2013. 
ISBN 1620657880. 3–5.

•	 Put It All Together (Super Smart Information  
Strategies), by Phyllis Cornwall. Cherry Lake, 2010. 
ISBN 1602796432. 3–6.

•	 Smart Research Strategies: Finding the Right Sources 
(Research Tool Kit), by Kristine Carlson Asselin. Fact 
Finders, 2013. ISBN 1429699507. 3–5.

•	 Think for Yourself: Avoiding Plagiarism (Research Tool 
Kit), by Kristine Carlson Asselin. Fact Finders, 2013. 
ISBN 1620657929. 3–5.

•	 Using the Internet (Research for Writing), by  
Valerie Bodden. Creative Education, 2012. ISBN 
160818207X. 3–6.

•	 You Can Write Excellent Reports (You Can Write),  
by Jan Fields. Capstone, 2012. ISBN 1429676140. 
2–5.


