Code and Cipher Building Level 2
Book Cipher

Cardan Grille

For this cipher, you create a code by providing a
page number, line number, and word number from a
book for each word in your secret message. You and
the reader must have the same version of the same
book so the page, line, and word numbers match.

This code-cracking tool is a template used by the
sender and the receiver. Only the person holding
this template can crack the code. The creator writes
the code first in the blocks (with the template on)
and then creates sentences around these words with
the template off. The sheet of paper just looks like a
regular note until the receiver places the template
over the top. This code can be used with whole
words or individual letters to spell out the message.

What you need:
• Paper and pencil
• A book
What you do:
1. Think of a message you want to send a friend.
Keep it simple to start with by using only a few
words to make a phrase or sentence. Write each
word here. ________________________________

___________ ____________ ___________ ___________ ___________

Line________ Line________ Line________ Line_______ Line_______
Word_______ Word_______ Word_______ Word______ Word______

What you do:
1. Begin by thinking of a message you want to send
to someone. Write it here. ____________________
2. Next, count the number of words in your
message. On a piece of lined paper, cut one
rectangle per word in different places, keeping
the rectangles between the lines.
3. Place that cut piece of paper on top of
another lined piece of paper, and trace
each of the rectangles. Cut them out.
You now have two templates.
4. Place one of your templates over a new piece
of paper. Beginning at the top of the page,
write your message by writing one word in
each rectangle.

3. Write your coded message on a piece of paper
listing the page number, the line number, and
the word number followed by a dash so that the
reader knows when the next clue starts. Repeat
this pattern until the three numbers for each
word are written. It should look something like
this: 16, 4, 8 – 21, 7, 3 – 35, 9, 12 – 42, 2, 7 – 56, 7, 18

5. Remove the template and create
a sentence around each word. For
example, if the word is “cat” and it is in
the middle of the line, you might write,
“The orange cat climbed a tree.” Try
to make the sentences flow together to
create a paragraph.

4. Give the code and the book you used to a friend
and see if he or she can decode the message
using your cipher.

6. Give the paragraph and one template to a friend
so they can see the message. Ask him or her
to use the template to write another message
back to you.
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Learn

Page_______ Page________ Page_______ Page_______ Page_______

• 3 sheets of lined paper
• Scissors
• Pencil

Read

2. Read the book you chose and look for your
chosen words. When you find one, write down
the page number it is on. Then count how many
rows or lines down it is on the page. Then count
how many words in from the left it is. Write that
information here.

What you need:
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